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Abstract 
Today, the Nigeria society is in serious crises of moral decadence due to 
high level of immorality which has eaten deep into the national psyche. 
Many adults and adolescents are deviant and delinquent in character. The 
situation demands for an urgent remedy. Consequently, this paper calls for 
the teaching of moral education at the 6-3-3-4 levels of our educational 
system. In the alternative, moral education should be integrated into school 
subjects like Economics, Government and Social Studies. Finally, the paper 
calls for the teaching of moral education for manpower development. 

Introduction 

The Oxford dictionary of current English (1998) defined Moral Education as “a systematic instruction 

in human character development with special emphasis on right and wrong, the rules and accepted standard of 

human behaviour”. It also defined moral “as a measure of goodness of human character or behaviour. It is a 

distinction between right and wrong. 

Bull, (1973) defined morality as living together in a human society, which enables the individual to be 

concerned with himself, others and relationships. This means morality is interpreted in its relationship with a 

third party. 

Moral standards have varied from the primitive customs to the present time since the existence of 

man. In the Nigerian society today, moral issues have been neglected which resulted into serious immoral acts 

among the youths and adults. It could be lack of moral education which is responsible for rampant cases of 419, 

armed robbery, unwanted pregnancies, child abuse, drug trafficking, human trafficking etc. this could be part of 

the crises, disorder and anxiety that are so common in our society. 

For a better development, there should be an orderly social life. According to Ilori, (1994) for this to 

happen, there must be understanding, guiding principles as well as rules of conduct. To him, every human 

society should have well established rules and code of conduct. 

From the look of things, the present generation seems to be unaware of the concept of morality. It is 

only recently that moral education has received serious attention that it deserves. As stated above, a morally 

decent society will have citizens that obey and respect those virtues that the society holds in high esteem and 

will not be involved in the vices such as armed robbery, 419, drug and human trafficking. This paper therefore 

believes the morality can be instilled into our youths and adults through education so as to develop a better 

Nigeria. 

The Concept of Morality 

The term morality is derived from the Latin word ‘mores’ that means ‘manners’ or ‘morals’. Morality 

is conformity to a set of conventional rules for determining one’s social actions and which have been 

internalized. Uba, (1980) in his views confirmed that morality signifies adherence to the moral code of the 

group, that is, conformity in behaviour to the manners or customs of the group. He contends that the moral 

person conforms while the immoral person engages in behaivour which represents conduct that is regarded as 

unfavourable to the general good. It is noted that what is moral in one society may be immoral in another. 

Immorality in the Society 

One of the social basic problems of Nigerian society is immoral behaviour. It describes a social 

situation in which societal values and ethics are violated. In lamenting on the standard of moral conduct of the 

society, Adeyinka, (1983) stated that “over the years, the actual standard of conduct of children and adults do 

meet the desirable standards, but also the conduct of the adults in general are disturbingly poor”, because 

immoral act has manifested in the following behaviours: cheating, 419, telling lies, non-fulfilment of promises 

(our politicians) disrespect for elders and the law, shameful sexual behaviour and stealing. 



Causes of Immorality in Our Society 

Some immediate causes of immorality in the society include economic hardships, materialism, drug 
abuse, poor socialization at the home level, conflicting social values and imported cultures through films etc. 
Some homes allow unlimited freedom to their children. Economic hardship and materialism contribute in 

making some parents to abandon the home from morning till evening. Only the children are left at home to 
labour, feed and take care of themselves. Where the children are too young to take care of themselves, house-
helps are employed who contribute in transforming their delinquent behaviours to the children who get so much 
attached to them due to the absence of their parents, (Muhammad, 2001). 

When parents are not at home, the children and youths watch programmes of their choice. These are 
the role of foreign Elms, global TV stations through cable satellite. 

Youths that are not supervised properly by their parents use drugs freely. There are thousands of 
delinquent adults who assist these youths in getting drugs and other narcotics intoxication as effect of the drugs 
can lead a person to so many offences e.g. stealing, lying, aggression, fighting and so on. 

Moral Education and Morality 

The Encyclopaedia of Education (1971) enumerated some aims of moral education as follows: - 

1. To inculcate moral ways of judging actions. 

2. To foster a belief for the adoption of some fundamental principles or ideas or values as a final basis for 

moral judgment and decisions. 

3. To foster a belief in or an adoption of a number of concrete norms, values and virtues. 

4. To develop a disposition to do what is morally right or good. 

5. To promote the achievement of reflective autonomy, self-government or spiritual freedom even if it 

leads the individual to criticize prevailing ideas, principles or rules. 

Maqsud, (1983) cited that these objectives are worth pursuing. He stated that the basic characteristic 

expected of a morally educated person includes: 

A good deal of factual knowledge. 

A positive commitment towards the values of morality. 

The ability to communicate with others. 

Ability to understand the feelings of others and his own. 

Inspite the laudable objectives of moral education, the Nigerian society is still bedeviled by immoral 

deeds which make one to ask question on moral education. Who carries the blame of moral training? Is it the 

home, community or the school? 

Researches and theories tend to support the role of the home in moral development either directly or 

indirectly. Awipi (1983), Bull, (1973), Osifeso (1998) are in strong support of the influence of the home on 

moral education. Encyclopaedia of Education, (1971) noted that the school has a role to play, but failure in 

morals will be blamed on the home. In support of this, Maqsud, (1983) cited Freud’s psychoanalytical theory of 

early childhood attachment to his parents in the development of the child’s super ego. The Encyclopaedia of 

Education, (1971) cited research reports of some psychologists like Freud, Kohlberge and Hoffman whose 

works tend to support the role of the home in moral character formation pointing out the ineffectiveness of the 

school. In addition, psychologists believe that a specific act of misconduct such as stealing or lying is largely 

determined by some situational factors. 

Piaget (1983) applied cognitive development approach to conclude that moral development has a 

sequence and individuals improve in moral reasoning with maturity. 

The Effects of Immorality on Manpower Development 

The effects of immorality on the society are detrimental to manpower development. This can lead to 

lack of trust among relatives, insecurity of lives and property, which may result in unproductiveness when 

young productive adults are engaged in anti-social behaviours. They become unemployed and security risk to 

their society. It is the fear of these effects that make leaders and responsible citizens of the society to continue 

calling for moral reformation of the society by whatever means possible. This could be the reason for the 

introduction of moral philosophy in the school curriculum and may also be the need for implementation of 

Sharia law in some Muslim dominated states in Nigeria. 

Agencies of Moral Education 
There are agencies that can help to socialize the individuals as they play significant roles in the moral 

development. These agencies socialize the child into their own patterns and their own values. The agencies 



include the school, the home, the mass media and the peer groups. 

The Home 
There is a need to emphasize the role of the home as the main agent for moral education. The parents 

themselves must be morally sound before they can teach their children to be good. 
Uche, (1984) also considered the home as the centre of moral education where the family elderly members 
make sure that children follow the moral code of the society. A mango tree cannot bear an orange fruit. The 
daily morning and evening devotions help a child’s spiritual growth. Many parents do not have prayer devotion 
with their children. Mothers spend more time with the children. So, members have greater role to play. This is 
why it is said; if you educate a mother you educate the nation. 

The School 

The school is a social institution formally arranged to achieve education objectives. The school has 

responsibility to give moral education to children. The moral education of children should be rated high in the 

list of educational priorities. The establishment of school is expected to meet the need for a direct and explicit 

contribution to social development of individuals. 

The Mass Media 

The mass media has become part and parcel of the child’s life in the present day. Through the mass 

media, the child learns a lot about the ways of the society. Through constant exposure to different aspects of the 

media a child gains knowledge, which goes beyond his immediate experience. 

The Peer Group 

As a member of the peer group, the child is socialized into its patterns. It helps the child to expand his 
social horizons and make him a more complex person. As he grows among members he becomes more 
reasonable and realistic, llori, (1994) cited that this group serves as a testing ground for the ideas and 
characteristics that the child has previously learned and developed. He further explained that the child learns to 

become more independent through the peer group. One avenue also for acquiring independence from parents is 
through the peer group. 

Teaching of Moral Education for Manpower Development 

The practical moral behaviours present in the society are not encouraging for the schools to relax in 

the pursuit of moral education. The homes, religious group etc have been at work, though their efforts cannot 

meet up with the rate of immoral behaviours in our society. This is because despite the schools’ efforts, 

immoral behaviours are readily exhibited. To improve moral education the following could be noted in order to 

produce God-fearing people that will develop the country. 

1. Moral education could be integrated into other school subjects like Economics, Government and Social 

Studies. 

2. The teaching of moral and religious studies should emphasize positive rewards here on earth and in 

heaven. It should also emphasize negative reward for wrong doers. 

3. Moral education may not be taught as a religious studies’ subject to stand on its own but could be a 

subject called Moral Education or Studies. 

4. Contents of moral education curriculum should include ideals that emphasize equality, love and utility. 

5. Teacher of moral education should be a model to imitate. 
6. The teacher should be simple, disciplined, tolerant and morally upright. 
7. Moral education should focus on teaching rules, ideals and principles. 

8. Teachers of moral education should assist the child to consider genuine moral. 
9. The method of teaching should be learner-oriented. 

Conclusion 

There is need for Nigerians to appreciate the risks involved and the likelihood of disintegrating the 

country through immoral behaviours. So, the aim of moral education then is to create morally matured citizens 

who can resist vices. 

Moral instruction should be imparted into the entire process of education to ensure good manpower 

development. 
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